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Special Considerations for Horses  
Source: https://www.aspca.org/pet-care/general-pet-care/disaster-preparedness   

 Keep a clean and tidy stable and pasture. Remove hazardous and flammable materials, debris and 
machinery from around the barn’s walkways, entrances and exits. Regularly maintain and inspect barn 
floors and septic tanks. Inspect your grounds regularly and remove dangerous debris in the pasture. 

 Prevent fires by instituting a no-smoking policy around your barn. Avoid using or leaving on 
appliances in the barn, even seemingly-harmless appliances like box fans, heaters and power tools 
can overheat.  

 Get your horse used to wearing a halter and trailering.  
 If you own a trailer, inspect it regularly. Make sure your towing vehicle is appropriate for the size and 

weight of the trailer and horse.  
 Keep equine veterinary records in a safe place where they can quickly be reached. Be sure to post 

emergency phone numbers by the phone. Include your 24-hour veterinarian, emergency services 
and friends. You should also keep a copy for emergency services personnel in the barn that includes 
phone numbers for you, your emergency contact, your 24-hour veterinarian and several friends. 

 

Tips for Large Animals  
Source: https://www.ready.gov/animals  
If you have large animals such as horses, cattle, sheep, goats or pigs on your property, prepare before a 
disaster. 
 Ensure all animals have some form of identification. 
 Evacuate animals whenever possible. Map out primary and secondary routes in advance. 
 Make available vehicles and trailers needed for transporting and supporting each type of animal. Also 

make available experienced handlers and drivers. 
 Ensure destinations have food, water, veterinary care and handling equipment. 
 If evacuation is not possible, animal owners must decide whether to move large animals to shelter or 

turn them outside. 
 Plenty of dry bedding to insulate vulnerable udders, genitals and legs from the frozen ground and 

frigid winds in cold-weather. 
 Windbreaks to keep animals safe from frigid conditions 
 Plenty of food and water 

 
Kennels and hobby farmers should set up mutual aid agreements with similar type properties, so they can 
help each other out during disasters. Visit each other's locations to learn where the keys are, where the 
water is, etc. 
  
It is always a good idea for people with larger or farm animals, farmers in particular, to consider removing 
animals from the area during evacuation alert stage. Sometimes when an order comes there is not enough 
time to get them out. 
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Other Tips for Livestock  
Source: http://www.prep4agthreats.org/All-Hazard-Preparedness/livestock-and-pet-emergency-preparedness-plan   
 
Make an inventory 
 Keep a current list of all animals on your farm.  
 Include their location and any records of vaccinations or testing. 

Have identification for all animals 
 Make sure animals have some form of permanent identification (e.g., ear tags, tattoos).  
 Make sure you have records of ownership for all animals, in cases of loss or displacement. 
 Identify alternate water or power sources.  

Prepare an evacuation kit 
 Handling equipment (e.g., halters, nose leads) 
 Water, feed, and buckets  
 Medications  
 Tools and supplies needed for sanitation 
 Cell phone, flashlights, portable radios, and batteries 
 Basic first aid kit  
 Safety and emergency items for your vehicles and trailers  
 Gas powered generators 

Make evacuation arrangements  
 Locate and prearrange evacuation sites.  
 Determine routes to these locations and have alternate routes planned as well. 
 Make arrangements for trucks, trailers, or other transport vehicles for livestock as well as 

experienced handlers and drivers. 
 Condition animals to being loaded and transported. 
 Plan how handling equipment and veterinary care will be obtained at the evacuation site.  
 Arrange for feed and water delivery for the evacuation site. 

Establish escape routes to safe locations (e.g., higher elevation) 
 Keep animals from unsafe locations (e.g., barns during floods, under trees in thunderstorms). 

Establish a safe environment for animals 
 Assess the stability and safety of barns and other structures.  
 Remove dead trees or other debris in fields or animal holding locations.  
 Remove or secure any loose equipment or materials, such as lumber, feed troughs.  
 Make sure wiring for heat lamps or other electrical machinery is safe and away from flammable 

debris. 
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